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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Examine each of the maps on the list. After the initial viewing, list three observations and/or 

questions you have about the items as they relate to your topic of study.

1) 

2) 

3) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

II. Once you’ve looked at everything pick out:

The map you like least: 

Because… 

The map you like most: 

Because… 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

III. Now choose a map to analyze closer using the analysis tool.



Primary Source Analysis Tool​ ​(adapted from LOC.gov)​  Map 

OBSERVE 

Describe what you see. 

What do you notice first? 

What size and shape is the map? 

What graphical elements do you see? 

What on the map looks strange or unfamiliar? 

Describe anything that looks like it does not belong 
on a map. 

What place or places does the map show? 

What, if any, words do you see? 

REFLECT 

Why do you think this map was made? 

Who do you think was the audience for this map? 

How do you think this map was made? 

How does it compare to current maps of this place? 

What's happening in the image? 

When do you think it was made? 

What does this map tell you about what the people 
who made it knew and what they didn’t? 

If someone made this today, what would be 
different? 

If someone made this today, what would be the same? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTION 

What do you wonder about...who? 

What do you wonder about...what? 

What do you wonder about...when? 

What do you wonder about...where? 

What do you wonder about...why? 

What do you wonder about...how? 
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